


Table of Contents

4 A Comprehensive Curriculum

5 Requirements for Graduation
6 Typical Program of Study

7 The Academic Curriculum
7 Daily Schedule Attributes
7 Academic Services

8  Research and Support

11 Course Descriptions
11 English Department
13 History Department
15 Spanish Language Department
16 Math Department
18  Science Department

19 Fine Arts Department

21 The Active Curriculum
21 Sports Program
24 Work Program
26 Outdoor Program

28 The CRMS Community
28  Citizenship and Leadership
29 Student Life

30 College Counseling

31 Faculty & Administration

The contents of this publication are subject to change without notice.

Preparing Our Students For An Extraordinary Life | www.crms.org 3



A Comprehensive Curriculum

Colorado Rocky Mountain School’s programs emphasize
passion, depth, and academic rigor. They engage students
not only in the mastery of an endeavor, but in concrete and
compassionate exploration of knowledge. All curricular
aspects inform character development—in particular, the
core values of respect, responsibility, and excellence—
through awareness, attitude, and action.

Our balanced curriculum of rigorous college-preparatory
courses, wilderness education, and service learning, in a
300-plus-acre residential setting in the heart of the Rocky
Mountains, teaches students to think and act critically,
creatively, collaboratively, and ethically. CRMS students
develop the resolve necessary to succeed in college and to
pursue a life of service and personal fulfillment.
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With small class sizes and a student-to-faculty ratio of 5:1,
Colorado Rocky Mountain School believes that relationships
are the foundation on which scholarship is built. Our school
values provide the framework within which all learning takes
place.

CRMS’s potent combination of academics, outdoor
activities, and work helps to create confident, engaged
young people with a global awareness and a local spirit.



Requirements for Graduation

Academic Requirements

In order to graduate from CRMS, students must earn a
minimum of 20 total credits during 9th through 12th grade.
One credit is earned for each full-year course (semester-
long electives earn one-half credit). While students must
take the requisite number of courses each term and meet
all departmental requirements (as detailed below), they are
strongly encouraged to exceed 20 credits to enhance their
college-admission prospects. Freshmen and sophomores
must take six courses each semester. Juniors and seniors
must take five courses each semester; those who have
proven themselves capable may take additional courses.
Students must spend their full senior year on campus at
CRMS to be eligible to graduate.

All departmental requirements refer to credits earned
in grades 9 through 12. Middle-school credits are not
transferable, though they may be used for placement
purposes. Summer-school courses taken prior to enrollment
at CRMS will be considered for credit (with an appropriate
transcript) on an individual basis.

ENGLISH Four years are required, including
American Literature or
AP English Literature.
MATHEMATICS  Three years are required (through
Algebra 2, at a minimum). A fourth
year is strongly encouraged.

Of the below four departments, students must have at
least three years of credit in three departments, a minimum
of two years in the other. We encourage three years in all
departments.

HISTORY American History is required.
LAB SCIENCE  Biology and Chemistry are required.

MODERN Two years in the same language

LANGUAGE are required; a third year is strongly
encouraged.

FINE ARTS Arts Survey is required for freshmen.

Active / Work Crew
Requirements

Please refer to page 21 of this booklet for details on the
below Active Curriculum activities.

CORE ACTIVE REQUIREMENTS:

e Wilderness Orientation (for all new students)

e Fall Trip, Interim, and Spring Trip each year

e All students not involved in a competitive sport must
participate in one sport and one work crew each quarter.

e All students involved in a competitive sport program must
participate in a work crew during each of the remaining
quarters in a year.

e All one-year seniors must participate in one work crew
each quarter during the school year, unless the student is
involved in more than one competitive sport—but he/she
would still need to participate in at least two work crews.

e |f astudent or family is aware of special
circumstances that may jeopardize the student’s
participation in the work program, Wilderness
Orientation, Interim, Fall or Spring trip, they must
inform the Active Program office as soon as possible.
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Typical Program of Study

Freshman
ENGLISH English 9: World Literature
HISTORY History 9: World Geography
MATHEMATICS  Algebra 1 or Geometry
SCIENCE Biology
MODERN LANGUAGE Spanish 1 or 2
FINE ARTS Arts Survey
Sophomore
ENGLISH English 10: Literature of the Western World
HISTORY History 10: History of the Western World
MATHEMATICS Geometry or Algebra 2
SCIENCE Chemistry
MODERN LANGUAGE Spanish 2 or 3
FINE ARTS Electives: Photography, Blacksmithing, Ceramics, Music, Drawing and Painting,
Silversmithing
Junior
ENGLISH English 11: American Literature or AP English Literature
HISTORY History 11: American History or AP U.S. History
MATHEMATICS Algebra 2, Environmental Statistics, Precalculus, Calculus, Honors Calculus,
or AP Statistics
SCIENCE Chemistry, Geology, Physics, or AP Environmental Science
MODERN LANGUAGE Spanish 3 or 4
FINE ARTS Electives (see above)
Senior
ENGLISH Senior English (two of the following semester-long courses: Creative Writing,
Mark Twain, Film Literature, or others to be determined)
HISTORY Senior History (two of the following semester-long courses: Geopolitical Studies,
Eastern Philosophy, Western Philosophy, or others to be determined)
MATHEMATICS Environmental Statistics, Precalculus, Calculus, Honors Calculus, or AP Statistics
SCIENCE Geology, Physics, or AP Environmental Science
MODERN LANGUAGE Spanish 4 or 5
FINE ARTS Electives (see above)
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The Academic Curriculum

Academics are at the core of a Colorado Rocky Mountain
School education and are crucial to serving the mission of
the school. The CRMS learning community is dedicated to a
liberal arts education, and students are expected to pursue
a challenging course of study across the curriculum; we
encourage students to exceed the minimum expectationsin
each academic department. Our curriculum is sequenced,
both to give students a firm foundation in core discipline and
to illuminate interdisciplinary connections across active and
academic programs and among humanities disciplines.

Maintaining a small student-teacher ratio and encouraging
a student-centered approach allows us to pay individual
attention to all students. Students are expected to be fully
prepared for and engaged in each of their class meetings.

CRMS students work diligently outside the classroom as
well, and students typically average two to three hours of
homework per evening. As part of our approach to college
preparation, we expect students to budget their free time
during the day in such a way that allows them to complete
several assignments before evening study begins.

Because we are a residential school, our program maximizes
student access to faculty outside the classroom. Teachers are
available for extra help during both the curricular day and
the evening. Further, faculty supervise study halls, allowing
students to seek specific help from teachers other than
their own. Day students are expected to take advantage of
faculty availability as well, but do so prior to the beginning of
evening study hall.

We offer several Advanced Placement courses. Additionally,
students often choose to independently study for AP or
SSAT exams to demonstrate proficiency in courses that are
not AP-designated.

Daily Schedule Attributes

The daily schedule consists of an academic day (8 a.m. to
2:40 p.m.), an active afternoon (3-5 p.m.), with residential
obligations in the evenings.

Our academic schedule is composed of seven periods, with
students carrying five or six classes. Students’ schedules
will vary a bit depending upon their grade level. Academic
classes meet for 45 minutes three times a week and for
75 minutes once a week to permit experiential-education
opportunities in each class, including lab work, field trips,
films, presentations, and more. During the winter (3rd)
quarter, academic activities end around noon Tuesdays and
Thursdays to accommodate student ski afternoons.

The Active programs occur after the completion of classes.
Students participate in a sport on or off campus two days
a week, and on a work crew two days a week. Active
assignments change with each quarter.

Household and dorm jobs and weekly advisor meetings
take place during selected periods throughout the week,
with dorm study occurring from 7:45 to 9:45 p.m. five
evenings a week.

Academic Services

Freshman Year

In recognition of the adaptation new students must make
to the CRMS environment, the school provides intentional
programming that prepares and supports 9th graders for
new challenges introduced by our college-preparatory
residential program. Freshman year at CRMS features a
team of teachers specifically focused on the 9th grade class,
who work together to help students build performance and
moral character. These teachers oversee an interdisciplinary,
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values-based curriculum that emphasizes collaboration and
responsibility in both the classroom and community. One
shared attribute of freshman year is Freshman Seminar,
which is integrated with other freshman-core subjects
and features topics such as self-esteem, diversity, physical
health, human sexuality, drug and alcohol awareness, and
study skills.

Study

CRMS designates time for study in daytime and evening
study halls. During study time, students are encouraged to
manage their time and utilize effective study skills.

All new students are provided with a structured study hall
for at least their first quarter. Continuing students who
need a study hall are given this structured time based on
their average grade and recognition-survey performance.
Evening study takes place for all boarding students Sunday
through Thursday from 7:45 to 9:45 p.m.

Extra Help and Tutoring

In CRMS's residential environment, faculty are readily
available to help students understand course material
and reach their full academic potential. Students who
have questions about classwork or who otherwise need
additional support should seek out their teachers during
free periods or other unscheduled time.

CRMS has a full-time learning specialist and an instructional
support teacher who will provide study-skills training and
academic support and coordinate any additional tutoring.
All students are welcome to join peer tutoring sessions
during evening study.

International Students

Bringing students together from around the world keeps
our campus diverse and cosmopolitan. Discovering
differences and commonalities among cultures adds depth
and breadth to our daily lives. At CRMS, we believe that
maintaining a multicultural campus provides students with
the knowledge and experience to function in a global
society.

International students compose 20 percent of the

student body and are supported by CRMS’s International
Student Support Program. The school year begins with an
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orientation week designed to help students acclimate to
their new environment and learn about the school and its
policies. During this week, students also meet with their
advisors and administrators, who help to provide emotional
and logistical support throughout the school year.

The goal of the International Student Support Program is to
graduate students who are equipped to enter an American
college or university with little or no supplementary English-
language support, and to prepare students to succeed on
the SAT and TOEFL college-aptitude tests. The English as a
Second Language (ESL) curriculum is designed to prepare
students for mainstream academic study. In ESL History and
English classes, first-year international students focus on
reading, writing, pronunciation, research and presentation
skills, and other core traits that form a vital foundation
for a U.S. college-preparatory education. And dedicated
Literature and Composition and Western Civilization
classes help smooth students’ transition into upper-level
English and history courses.

International students also benefit from special advising
from the international program director, ESL faculty,
and individual advisors. English and modern-language
requirements are adjusted to meet the individual needs of
our international students. Evening homework coaching is
also provided in our Academic Support Program.

Research and Support

Library

CRMS maintains an excellent and diverse library to meet
the academic, recreational-reading, and information needs
of its community. The library is located off the main entry
to the Barn, and a librarian is available to help individual
students use the library and to assist classes. The library
contains 14,000 volumes of reference, nonfiction, and fiction
books and subscriptions to 30 magazines and newspapers.
The library offers access to a number of excellent online
databases and an interlibrary loan service. Information
literacy skills are integrated into the academic curriculum,
with the librarian and teachers coordinating assignments.



Student / Parent Portal

All CRMS parents are given passwords that allow them to
access our Student / Parent Portal computer program and
view their child's records from anywhere in the world, 24
hours a day. Parents and students have access to current
grades, attendance, schedules, and assignments.

Computer Lab

CRMS computer labs are located in the Science Building
and the Barn. Windows is the operating platform for
Microsoft Word, Excel, and other software. The computer
labs support students with work on papers, math, art, and
science assignments as well as computer-related work
crews. Computer-proficiency skills are integrated into the
CRMS academic and active curricula. The labs are open for
use during the school day and on weekends, and a wireless
network increases the availability of Internet connections on
the campus. Students are given a CRMS e-mail account to
facilitate communication with teachers and other students.
All students must adhere to the school’s Acceptable Use
Policy regarding computers.

Grading and Reports

CRMS adheres to a 100-percentage-point grading scale,
with colleges receiving grades translated into a traditional
A-F, plus/minus format. Grades of 90-100 signify excellent
work; 80-89, above-average work; 70-79, average work (and
that the student is meeting basic course expectations); and
60-69, below-average work. A score below 60 denotes a
failing grade.

In addition to the traditional grades, students receive
recognition-survey scores (though not on the transcript
sent to colleges) in the the following CRMS program
areas: academic, active, and community life. This 40-point
system goes beyond traditional academic benchmarks to
recognize students for sustained effort, growth, personal
responsibility, and positive contributions to the school
community. Students are scored on a O-to-4 scale in ten
community-values-related categories; students with high
cumulative scores are recognized for their capacity to take
on more responsibility, while additional support is provided
for students with low cumulative scores.

Three times a year, teachers write anecdotal reports
regarding each student’s work, with recognition scores

and grades reported quarterly. Quarter, semester, exam,
and year-end grades are recorded in these comprehensive
reports.

Honor Roll

Students earning a grade average of 87-92 percent, with
no recognition-survey score below 25, are placed on the
honor roll. Students earning a grade average of 93 percent
or better, with no recognition-survey score below 25, are
placed on the high honor roll.

Recognition and Awards

CRMS's recognition-survey system (as detailed in “Grading
and Reports”) is built on the concept of equal opportunity
for recognition, meaning that the highest level of
achievement can, with hard work and effort, be achieved by
all students. CRMS recognizes engagement in all program
areas by awarding students Holden Citizen, Holden
Scholar, or CRMS Citizen status; special privileges accrue to
students achieving these honors.

At the end of each year, awards are given to two students
from each grade level; one student is chosen to receive
the Academic Excellence Award and one to receive the
Community Service Award. These awards acknowledge
students who have achieved the highest standard of
excellence in the classroom, have studied with intensity,
have motivated self and others, and have genuinely
celebrated learning and community spirit in all aspects of
their CRMS lives.

Summer Reading

All new and returning students are required to read
selected books during the summer months. One book
is read by the entire school, and at least one additional
selection is required for each class. These texts are woven
into humanities coursework during the school year.
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Senior Project

Senior Project is an integral part of a student’s final year
at CRMS, requiring students to exercise self-reliance and
responsibility. This project forms an important aspect of the
transition from the relatively comfortable and familiar school
community to the world beyond. Successful completion of
the project is a CRMS graduation requirement.

Each senior organizes and carries out an independent
three-week project away from school and home, in which
he or she works under a master or employer. Upon their
return to campus, seniors present their real-world learning
experiences to peers, family, and a faculty jury. Both the
quality of the project completed and an oral presentation
(@ key opportunity to exhibit public-speaking skills) are
evaluated, as is a reflective essay designed to help students
chronicle their expectations and learning.

Planning the apprenticeship can be an exciting and thought-
provoking process. Students are encouraged to begin
exploring apprenticeship options at the end of their junior
year, making the program one of the hallmark experiences of
their transition to the new challenges and responsibilities of
preparing to graduate. Students often identify unexplored
passions or compelling service opportunities, or they may
design a program that intensifies current interests.
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Recent Senior Projects include:

e working with RainSong Animal Reserve in
Costa Rica

® |earning about genetic research in Cold Springs
Harbor, New York

e working as a fishing boat deckhand in Newport,
Oregon

e working as an intern chef in Korea

e assisting with environmental research at the
Smithsonian in Washington, DC

® helping with urban gardening in San Francisco

Arranging and planning for the apprenticeship should be a
joint venture between parents and student. We encourage
individual efforts in establishing a viable apprenticeship,
but at times a helping hand is needed, especially when it
comes to making housing arrangements.



Course Descriptions

English Department

The English Department at Colorado Rocky Mountain
School concerns itself with the essentials of college
preparation: reading comprehension, vocabulary building,
and analytical writing. Courses in English offer varied
experiences in reading and writing exercises, with an overall
goal of the students’ complete engagement with the texts.
At the same time, values are taught through literature, and
students graduate with the background and skill level that
colleges expect.

We want our students to graduate with sophisticated writing
skills. Students begin in the 9th grade learning sentence and
paragraph structures, practicing various forms of writing,
and they proceed to the full development of the thesis
statement and formation of the critical essay in the 10th
grade. As juniors, students hone their essay-writing skills.
In the senior year, students refine the skills of expository
writing and ultimately achieve much more independent
responses to the literature they read. Library-research skills
are also emphasized in each year of English. The 9th, 10th,
and 11th grade English and history teachers collaborate to
teach core interdisciplinary themes.

English 9: World Literature

This course is designed to challenge students to become
more dynamic readers of the texts they encounter and help
them begin to master the skills and conventions necessary
to fulfill a variety of academic tasks. The course addresses
both expository writing and literary analysis. Revision is a
critical component of each assignment, and students are
asked not only to edit drafts for sentence-level clarity but
also to rework holistic features of their essay, including
development, organizational strategy, and focus.

The course also provides an overview of literary genres.
Short fiction, drama, and the novel form are considered.
Students read cross-culturally in a variety of genres and
are introduced to some of the basic concepts of literary
analysis (the significance of character development, the use
of figurative language, etc.).

Additionally, this course is closely aligned with the thematic
units from World Geography and utilizes non-Western
texts to bring student focus to the global issues we all face.
Texts may include: The Alchemist, Persepolis 1 and 2, A
Long Way Gone, The Translator, Krik? Krak!, Palestine, and
Fahrenheit 451.

ESL English Intermediate

This class focuses on developing students’ grammar, vocab-
ulary, and writing skills as well as their literary-analysis skills
needed for mainstream study through reading several
short stories and novels. Students prepare for the TOEFL
examination and learn the academic habits of mind needed
to excel in American classroom culture. CRMS international
students take an English course each year and are required
to earn credit in a mainstream English course before
graduation. Therefore, international students must place
into ESL English Intermediate by their sophomore year.

English 10: Literature of the
Western World

This course examines the foundations and history of
the British literary tradition. Students will explore texts
considered to be essential reading, from Homer to
Shakespeare, the Romantics through the development of
the novel, and into the Modernist movement of the 20th
century. Students will be expected to write expository,
interpretive essays that demonstrate their understanding
of the texts, the writing process, and sound argumentation.
This course is closely aligned with History of the Western
World through thematic units, texts, and chronologic
progression.

Literature and Composition
(International Program)

This course is designed to prepare international students
for immersion in upper-level English classes. Through texts
and writing techniques of increased difficulty, this course
helps scaffold student development in literary analysis and
prepares students for standardized tests that are essential
for college admission. CRMS international students take an
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English course each year and are required to earn credit in
a mainstream English course before graduation. Therefore,
international students must place into Literature and
Composition by their junior year.

English 11: American Literature

This course for juniors explores the depth and breadth of
American literature. Designed to be thematically aligned
with the American History curriculum, students will read texts
that follow four main themes: American Native, American
Ideas, American Other, and American World. In each case,
the text selection reflects both the variety of American
writing and its progression as a coherent body of work.
Students are expected to write frequently both in class and
out, in the form of short-response papers and longer essays.
This course emphasizes thesis generation and support,
argumentation, and an introduction to critical research.

Texts may include: Fools Crow, Walden, Lone Ranger and

Tonto Fistfight in Heaven, The Sun Also Rises, Grapes of

Wrath, One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, and supplemental
short fiction and poetry.

Advanced Placement English Literature

AP English Literature engages students in careful reading
and critical analysis of literature from a wide array of literary
genres. Without question, the course sets and maintains a
challenging pace that mirrors a college-level syllabus and
is geared for both enrichment and preparation for the AP
exam. In spite of the pace, students are expected to read
deliberately and thoroughly, taking the time necessary to fully
understand a selection’s literary complexities. The method
for the approach to reading at the AP level includes the
experience, interpretation, and evaluation of literature. The
readings are selected from the 16th through the 20th century,
and with each text, students read a variety of criticism and
compose timed AP writing samples graded on the AP scale.
Additional evaluations include periodic AP multiple-choice
tests, reading quizzes, objective tests, and term papers. This
course is offered to juniors as an alternative curriculum to
the American Literature course, and thus focuses heavily on
the American texts suggested by the AP board. Additional
non-American texts are used to supplement. Texts may
include: Hamlet, Oedipus, Walden, Leaves of Grass, The
Scarlet Letter, The Wasteland, and others.

12 Colorado Rocky Mountain School Curriculum Guide

Senior English Electives

Seniors at CRMS are given the opportunity to take two
semester-long electives. Each year, members of the English
faculty, drawing upon their own interests and areas of
expertise, refine previous offerings and/or develop new
ones. In a typical year, seniors may choose from a total of
six electives. Some are intended as survey courses; others
concentrate on a single author or idea; still others offer
students a chance to work on their own creative writing.
Common to each of the electives is an emphasis on a
dynamic seminar format that, anticipating college-level
literature studies, challenges students to become more
rigorous in their analysis of the works put before them and
more outspoken in defense of their own interpretations.

RECENT SENIOR ENGLISH ELECTIVES HAVE INCLUDED:

Creative Writing

This course seeks to unleash the creative power of thought,
awareness, and circumstance through the written word.
The class reads, reviews, and discusses the various tenets
and elements that are intrinsic to short fiction and its craft.
The goal is to take a writer's individual thought and tap into
that which is universal, human, and essential. This course
demands self-discipline, self-awareness, and an inherent
respect for the process of critiques and edits. Readings
may include Louise Erdich’s The Shawl, Vladimir Nabokov's
The Word, Gabriel Garcia Marquez's A Very Old Man With
Enormous Wings, Tobias Wolff's A Federal Offense, and
Zora Neale Hurston's How it Feels to be Colored Me.

Mark Twain

“Sometimes | wonder whether the world is being run by

smart people who are putting us on or by imbeciles who

really mean it.” - Mark Twain
Want to laugh, go on adventures, and learn from the
master of satire and social commentary? Mark Twain was
a smart person who, for the most part, enjoyed putting us
on. This course explores what he had to say about race,
abolition, capitalism, organized labor, and imperialism.
Representative texts: The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn,
Pudd’nhead Wilson, Mark Twain’s Autobiography, The
Mysterious Stranger, A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s
Court, Personal Recollections of Joan of Arc.



Journalism of Food Politics

This course examines the wide spectrum of politics
that affect our food industry. In reading The Omnivore’s
Dilemma, we will examine the issues that industrial
agriculture presents particularly with corn: obesity, HFCS,
feedlots, and government subsidies. We will glance at the
blossoming organic market’s negative and positive effects
on the food industry. We will have the opportunity to host
several guests, including local restaurant owners, local

farm owners, and a cattle rancher in order to learn about
the local food movement. The course will culminate with
planting, harvesting, and cooking a meal from our own
garden. Students will participate in one field trip, read two
books, write several papers on the topic of food, plant
and grow vegetables for our final meal, and write one
persuasive research project that will be presented publicly.
Texts required: The Omnivore’s Dilemma and Animal,
Vegetable, Miracle.

History Department

The History Department emphasizes the thematic approach
to the study of history. We see history not solely as a
continuum of time but also as a continuum of competing
and complementary values and ideologies. We also pay
special attention to the role of place and environment in
determining historical narratives, so that history is seen as
a confluence of both human motivation and environmental
contingencies. To that end, we focus on the following four
themes: The Good Life, The Covenant, Space as Place, and
Historical Archetype.

We teach history in order to inculcate in our students the
power of analytical thinking, to foster personal reflection, and
to gird the larger stories that inform our students’ individual
lives. World Geography (?th grade) provides a values-based
platform in which students are asked to reflect upon world
events in a personal yet informed manner. History of the
Western World (10th grade) provides the historical backdrop
to much of what can be considered modern history’s ancestry.
Students are exposed to the historical interplay that exists
between philosophical thought and human action, literary
reasoning and historical result. American History (11th grade)
is divided into four thematic units: American Conquest, The
American Other, The American Dream, and The American
World. This course also includes the research and writing of a
12- to 14-page term paper, with special emphasis on creating
an original and workable thesis statement that moves
beyond capable summary into thoughtful analysis. The 9th,
10th, and 11th grade history courses share interdisciplinary
themes with their English counterparts. The 12th grade
(senior history electives) then addresses a culmination of all
these skills in various adaptive forms.
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The art of discussion among students, as opposed to
a question-and-answer format, is the methodological
approach of history teachers at CRMS. In addition, emphasis
is placed on the following core skills: reading, retention,
crafting, and expression. Ultimately, these skills demand
an active and dynamic partnership between teacher and
student, between thought and delivery, between inquiry
and result.

History 9: World Geography

This course is an introduction to global issues, providing
students with a geographic approach that enables them to
better understand the relationships between people and
the environment. We examine world problems, conflicts, the
unequal distribution of wealth and power, environmental
concerns, and the locations and distribution of these issues,
as well as relevant cultural components.

ESL History Intermediate

Students will develop reading, writing, and research skills
and complete two major research papers while examining
American customs, government, and history. Students also
develop discussion, presentation, and debating skills, which
enable them to better participate in all of their classes.
International students must take this course along with ESL
English Intermediate by their sophomore year.

History 10: History of the Western World

This required course studies the history of Western ideas
and events. It begins with a historical study and analysis
of the Judeo-Christian tradition and ends with a study of
20th-century European events and philosophical trends.
The course consistently deliberates on the connections
between philosophical thought and the historical context
that both inform and influence the Western tradition.
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Foundations of Western Civilization
(International Program)

This course prepares students for succeeding in upper-level
history courses. Through the study of Western civilization,
students continue to develop their reading, writing,
and speaking skills and begin to apply their background
knowledge to historical events, moral debates, and geo-
political issues. International students in this class are
integrated with our mainstream History 10, where they
cover similar topics and participate in full class discussions.
However, ESL students’ assignments are designed, taught,
and assessed by their Literature and Composition teacher.
International students must take this course along with
Literature and Composition by their junior year.

History 11: American History

CRMS’s American History course requires students to
evaluate events of the past and expand their bases of
factual knowledge. Students will encounter the perplexities
inherent in the study of history by being introduced to
different interpretations of such ideas as slavery, the Civil
War, settlement of the West, the World Wars, the New Deal,
and the Civil Rights Movement. Round-table discussion
is the milieu of this course, which requires faithful and
thoughtful reading by each student. Overarching themes
will be consistently referred to, such as conquest, race and
gender, cultural relativism, affluence, and expansion, as a
means to providing a larger cloak of analysis that can then
reference specific historical events. The culminating project
is a 12- to 14-page research paper that is broken down into
four separate assignments throughout the year. The primary
goal of the paper is to allow students to make original and
compelling contributions to the historical record based
upon their sincere and personal interests in the topic of
choice. This course is required for all juniors unless enrolled
in AP US History or given a waiver by the Academic Dean.

Advanced Placement U.S. History

This course is designed to provide students with the analytical
skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with
the problems and materials in U.S. history. The program
prepares students for intermediate and advanced college
courses by making demands upon them equivalent to those
made by full-year introductory college courses. Students will
learn to assess historical materials—their relevance to a given
interpretive problem, their reliability, and their importance—
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and to weigh the evidence and interpretations presented
in historical scholarship. AP U.S. History will thus develop in
students the skills necessary to arrive at conclusions on the
basis of an informed judgment and to present reasons and
evidence clearly and persuasively in essay format. (Adapted
from The College Board Advanced Placement Program.)
Taking the advanced placement test is required. This course
is open only to juniors.

Senior History Electives

As with senior English electives, these one-semester
offerings are based on student and teacher interests; not
all are available each year.

RECENT SENIOR HISTORY ELECTIVES HAVE INCLUDED:

Geopolitical Studies

Geopol will examine significant international and domestic
geopolitical situations. A geographic approach enables
students to clarify their views and participate in complex
issues with a sense of power. We study numerous
geopolitical issues from the drug wars in Columbia to other
foreign policy decisions made by the United States in the
past 40 years. Essays and video interviews with terrorists
and soldiers reveal insights into the dynamics of “hate” and
the origins of conflicts from the Middle East to Africa to
America. Domestic issues will include an examination of the
racial landscape in America covered in the book Makes Me
Wanna Holler. Interviews with gang members and police
officers offer profound insights into our views on race as
we explore Affirmative Action and local racism. We will
look at the distribution of wealth in America and the critical
economic and political issues that have resulted from a
situation where the top 1% of Americans own more than
the bottom 91%. Renowned authors like Hanna Arendt,
Yevtushenko, Martin Luther King, Machiavelli, and Camus
provide abundant grist for enthusiastic conversations and
papers. In Geopolitical Studies, students debate, discuss,
speak, and write as they clarify their views about critical
issues.

Philosophy & Religion:
The Western Tradition

The class often starts with an inquiry into the realm of faith
and thought, and continues through the major philosophic
periods starting with the ancient Greeks and ending with



the ideas, concepts, and problems that are germane to the
modern world. Readings that support this inquiry come
from primary philosophic literature, novels, short stories,
essays, theater pieces, and selected secondary materials.

Philosophy and Religion:
The Eastern Tradition

The class often starts with an inquiry into the importance
of heterogeneity and diversity of religions and philosophic

expression and then goes on to focus on the major religious
and philosophic traditions and paths of Eastern peoples:
Buddhism, Hinduism, Taoism, Confucianism, and Islam. The
semester ends with a study of modern philosophic issues
and problems that belong to both the Eastern and Western
worlds. Readings that support this inquiry come from the
primary pieces of sacred literature and philosophy that
belong to these traditions as well as selected secondary
materials.

Spanish Language
Department

The focus of the Spanish Language Department at CRMS
is twofold: to teach students to use the language they
study and to broaden their understanding of the Spanish-
speaking cultures in our valley and around the world. For
these reasons, all language students at CRMS study the
Spanish language. Our goal is to develop students who are
proficient in speaking Spanish so they can apply this skill
through community involvement. Because we focus only
on Spanish, we are better able to make use of the language
and cultural resources available. For example, CRMS
students collaborate with Spanish-speaking students in
the Roaring Fork Valley, hear from guest speakers about
subjects relevant to international and local Spanish-
speaking cultures, experience language-immersion home
stays during Interim, and participate in service-learning
using the Spanish language in their Senior Project. Through
these and other language-based experiences, students are
exposed not only to the grammatical structure of Spanish
but to the literary and cultural aspects of the language
as well. In class, students practice their Spanish skills in a
variety of formats: listening, speaking, and writing. Classes
are conducted almost entirely in Spanish and students are
consistently asked to participate orally.

Students who have taken Spanish previously will be placed
in the appropriate level after being assessed by the
department. A minimum of two years’ study in the same
language is required for graduation. Students transferring
into CRMS during their senior year may be provided with
alternate means for meeting this requirement by the
Academic Dean.
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Spanish 1

In this course, making initial contact through the language
is stressed. At the end of the first year, students should be
able to speak about themselves and their surroundings and
inquire about others. They should be able to communicate
what they are doing, what they have done, and what they
are planning to do (concept of tenses) and should therefore
be able to manipulate simple narration. The four skills—
speaking, listening, reading, and writing—are developed
here at the simplest level. Students should be able to listen
to the language, comprehend, and be able to easily read
signs and common everyday written material. They should
also be able to write a postcard or a simple letter.

Spanish 2

This course focuses on further development of initial
skills. Opinions are expressed in the written and spoken
language. The student feels greater ease of understanding
in hearing the language. The student’s concept of tenses
begins to show nuances. Writing techniques are further
developed.

Spanish 3

The general consolidation of a grammatical base and
development of all four skills are stressed in this course.
This level of Spanish study is designed to expand the
student’s ability to communicate. A variety of thematic
units are presented in order to build language through the
context of specific situations. An example is the unit on the
environment, in which students learn necessary vocabulary
and explore environmental issues in the Spanish-speaking
world. They demonstrate theirknowledge of predetermined
linguisticconcepts by presentingon a chosen environmental
topic. This thematic- and performance-based approach
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provides students the opportunity to guide much of their
own language development.

Spanish 4

A combination of reading, writing, listening, and speaking
allows students to practice the new concepts introduced.
Students will utilize language purely to communicate in a
variety of settings, from academic lectures and discussions
to real-life situations. They will refine and review all verb
tenses to use proficiently, including complex verb tenses.
Throughout the year, Spanish is used exclusively to guide
instruction for the full duration of each class period, and
native languages are used only to clarify. Spanish 4 uses
a variety of instructional guides, largely provided by the

teacher. Spanish 4 also provides meaningful in-depth
cultural studies for students. An AP-prep grammar text is
often used as well.

Spanish 5

Thisadvanced-level coursefacilitates practical, conversational
use of the Spanish language. Students will further delve into
Latin American and Spanish literature, honing language
skills through reading and writing by performing literary
analysis and historical investigations. The students will also
become more fluent in verbal communication with regular
listening-comprehension activities and ample opportunities
for involvement in classroom discussions.

Math Department

The goals of the Math Department at Colorado Rocky
Mountain School are to provide students with the tools to
be logical thinkers and to help them gain a solid foundation
in problem-solving. The department aims to help students
become more confident in their mathematical abilities as
well as appreciate ways in which the math they are studying
relates to the worldaround them. Emphasisis placed on both
mastery of mathematical operations and understanding of
the underlying reasoning of the operations themselves.
All topics are explored visually, symbolically, and verbally.
Classwork, homework, quizzes, tests, and projects are
designed to develop critical thinking. Graphing calculators
and computer technology are an integral part of the
curriculum and are used regularly as tools to help students
further comprehend the topics being studied. Completing
three years of math and passing Algebra 2 are the minimum
requirements, but students are encouraged to continue
math classes up to and including their senior year.

Algebra 1

This course teaches students the structure of the real-
number system and the manipulative skills to simplify
and solve numerical and variable expressions containing
exponents, radicals, and fractions. Students also learn to
manipulate linear, quadratic, exponential, and absolute-
value expressions and equations. The definition of a
function and graphing functions are introduced, as
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well as operations on polynomials, including factoring.
Practical applications and word problems are explored and
incorporated throughout the year.

Geometry

This course begins by introducing concepts of plane
and coordinate geometry through such topics as angles,
triangles, lines, circles, polygons, area similarity, congruence,
and right-triangle trigonometry. The course concludes with
a study of geometric solids. Setting up and writing proofs to
justify logical arguments and conclusions helps to expand
fundamental geometric concepts. Students use Geometer's
Sketchpad software as a vehicle to increase understanding.
(Prerequisite: Algebra 1)

Algebra 2

This course builds on the students’ foundation in Algebra
1 to prepare them for future math courses. Students study
various classes of functions, including linear, quadratic,
exponential, and logarithmic. They apply these functions to
real-world situations through mathematical modeling that
provides them with an answer to the question, "What is
all this algebra good for?” Integrated throughout the year
are the fundamental algebraic skills of solving equations
and simplifying expressions. Technology is used as an
invaluable learning tool for discovering, rather than simply
being told, algebraic concepts. By making and testing
conjectures, students see the connection between the
symbolic, numerical, and the geometric meanings of the
concepts of algebra. (Prerequisite: Geometry)



Environmental Statistics

In this course, students use statistics and mathematical
modeling to examine environmental data. Linear, exponential,
logistic, and trigonometric functions are used to model
change in different populations, environmental impacts, and
natural phenomena. Students also study measures of center
and spread, and probability theory to help understand and
describe different sets of data, as well as to think critically
about the statistics presented by the media. This course
is entirely project-based. Students are asked to gather,
examine, and explain relevant data about a population or
ecosystem. In all these topics, technology is an invaluable tool
in understanding the concepts as well as solving problems.
Technology utilized includes the Tl 84 calculator, Excel,
PowerPoint, and the Internet. (Prerequisite: Algebra 2)

Precalculus

This course studies, in depth, functions and their
applications. Emphasis is on modeling polynomial, rational,
exponential, logarithmic, and trigonometric functions.
In addition, operations, transformations, and inverses of
functions are covered. The graphing calculator is used
as a tool to verify problem-solving techniques and to
help interpret problems graphically and tabularly. Polar
coordinates, conic sections, and sequences and series are
introduced, time permitting. (Prerequisite: Algebra 2)

Calculus

This course is comparable to a first-semester college-level
course in the calculus of functions of one independent
variable. It is centered on the four central concepts to be
mastered in the first course in calculus—limit, derivative,
definite integral, and indefinite integral. For each concept,
students are asked to know the precise definition, have
an intuitive understanding of what the concept means,
be able to "do” the concept, and be able to apply it in
the mathematical or real world. There are four ways these
concepts are presented to the student—numerically,
graphically, algebraically, and verbally. By using these multiple
representations, students with a wide range of abilities can
be successful in Calculus. Students may earn college credit
through successful performance on the Advanced Placement
Calculus AB exam. (Prerequisite: Precalculus)
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Advanced Placement Calculus*

This course is a continuation of the Calculus course and
is intended to prepare students to sit for the Advanced
Placement Calculus BC examination. The topics covered
include the analysis of functions in parametric, polar,
and vector forms; Euler's method for solving differential
equations; L'Hospital's Rule; integration by parts; partial
fractions; improper integrals; solving logistic differential
equations; and the Taylor and Maclaurin series. Students are
evaluated through tests, quizzes and projects. Prerequisite:
Calculus. *Will be offered based on student registration.

Computer Programming

This course covers the basic concepts of modular
programming. Students will study programming structure,
use of variables and constants, and design of an intuitive
user-interface. (Prerequisite: Algebra 2)

17



Science Department

The Science Department at Colorado Rocky Mountain
School emphasizes experiential investigation of the natural
world. Students explore the nature of scientific inquiry and
examine the function of models in scientific understanding.
CRMS students use scientific methods to investigate and
verify fundamental principles. They utilize computers,
library resources, electronic probes, and mathematics
to evaluate, quantify, and present their research. Finally,
faculty encourage students to become critical thinkers and
citizens who use the content, models, and skills of science
throughout their lives. Students start with Biology, followed
by Chemistry. They are encouraged to continue with other
science courses throughout their years of study here.

Biology

Biology is an introduction to life on earth. In CRMS's first
science course, students explore the rationale, logic, and
assumptions of the scientific method, scientific inquiry,
and scientific research and reporting. In the first semester,
students study principles of populations, ecosystems,
evolution, taxonomy and systematics, biochemistry, cells
and cell division, photosynthesis, and metabolism. In the
secondsemester, studentsinvestigate principles of genetics,
infectious disease and the immune system, and human
anatomy and physiology, including the endocrine system,
reproduction, growth and development, neurobiology, and
cardiopulmonary and skeletomuscular systems.

Chemistry

The composition and behavior of matter in all its phases
is the focus of this course. Topics include the distinction
between metals and nonmetals, bonding, the periodic
table, basic types of chemical reactions, gas laws, the mole
and stoichiometry, organic chemistry, nuclear chemistry,
solution (acid/base and redox) chemistry, and energy
changes. Studies emphasize qualitative and quantitative
lab work, critical analysis of experimental results, and use
of abstract models as a basis of explanation. (Prerequisite:
Algebra 1)
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Geology

The geology of Carbondale and its surroundings is the
focus of the fall semester. Field trips highlight more than
two billion years of geologic history, including the origin
of the Rocky Mountains, eruption of volcanoes, glaciations,
development of the Colorado River system, and evidence
for ancient rivers, lakes, deserts, coal swamps, beaches, and
oceans. The second semester is global in scope, including
topics such as Earth’s climate, meteorology, plate tectonics,
volcanism, earthquakes, hydrology, and environmental
and natural-resource issues. Biology and Chemistry are
prerequisites.

Physics
Physicsisaninvestigationoffundamentalnaturalphenomena
expressed through the language of mathematics. The
development and experimental verification of physical
theory is an integral part of the course. Topics include the
description of motion and its causes as seen through the
models of classical mechanics, the properties and behavior
of light, and the quantum mechanical model of the atom.
The notion of models as a description of the physical world
leads to the discussion of the nature of knowledge and
humanity’s understanding of the world. Algebra 2, Biology,
and Chemistry are prerequisites.

Advanced Placement

Environmental Science

The AP Environmental Science course is designed to be
the equivalent of a college-level environmental science
course. The class will explore the concepts of ecological
interdependence, population dynamics, and geological
processes. The course focuses on the skills and concepts
needed to identify, assess, and resolve environmental
problems at a local, regional, national, and global level.
Field and laboratory work allow for firsthand observation
and analysis of environmental phenomena. Biology and
Chemistry are prerequisites.



Fine Arts Department

The Fine Arts Department at CRMS stresses a serious
commitment to the production and appreciation of
art, the awareness of the role of art in society, and the
responsibilities of the creator and consumer of art. The
arts faculty are practicing artists themselves and offer a
wide array of experiences to share with the students. The
art facilities are extensive and well equipped. The visual
arts courses combine studio work with theory, aesthetics,
criticism, and an appreciation for the role of the arts in
other academic disciplines throughout history and in other
cultures. Students elect a variety of arts that expose them
to two- and three-dimensional art.

Music is studied in small ensembles in which students can
learn styles, including chamber, classical, country, folk,
bluegrass, blues, jazz, rock 'n’ roll, and ethnic music. CRMS
music students learn to appreciate music through research,
the study of music fundamentals, theory, technique, and
professional live performance. Individual instrumental
and vocal techniques are improved through the study of
articulation, intonation, tone quality, tempo, interpretation,
phrasing, and posture.

As a school, CRMS values its art program beyond the
classroom. In addition to classroom opportunities, there
are a variety of ways students can continue to study and
perform in the arts, including music exclusive to
Coffee House, recitals, open studios, work crews, and all-

school meetings.

Arts Survey

All 9th grade students are required to take Arts Survey,
an integrated program in the visual and performing arts.
During this course, they are presented with the opportunity
to briefly explore many of the art disciplines offered by
the CRMS Fine Arts Department. Coordinated by a team
of teachers, core units in drama and two- and three-
dimensional design introduce students to the elements of
art vocabulary, techniques, and theories. Most important,
students are encouraged to challenge themselves, through
a wide range of opportunities, to experience the creative
process. This course is integrated with the 9th grade

humanities curriculum.
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Drawing & Painting

This studio course provides instruction in basic drawing
and skill development. The course is based on classical
representational drawing in traditional format. Subject
matter ranges from still-life, landscapes, and perspective to
figure drawing and portraiture using a variety of black-and-
white media and techniques. The curriculum also includes
studies in the formal elements of art, drawing vocabulary,
and art history. Painting is introduced with exercises in
primary colors, color mixing, and complementary colors.
Students are taught to observe from life. They also research
a painter and create a copy of one of the artist’s famous
works in order to learn in-depth from a master painter. If
students are interested in applying for entrance to an art
school, they are encouraged and assisted in preparing a
portfolio in their junior year.

Art Portfolio

Students interested in applying to art colleges are encour-
aged to document their work in all media. The assembly
and presentation of the artist's portfolio is recommended
during the junior year, though seniors can also accomplish
this. CRMS's Drawing & Painting course is a prerequisite for
this class.

Photography

This hands-on course will instruct students in the basic
operations of a digital SLR camera as well as in proper camera
handling, exposure control, depth of field, lenses and the
visual characteristics of lenses, and how digital capture works.
Students will also learn how to transfer files to a computer
and systematically manage a large number of digital files.
Adobe Photoshop will be used as the digital darkroom and
for basic image correction as well as for creative assignments.
Students will learn various ways of presenting work.

Blacksmithing

This course takes place in an atmosphere rich in history and
is fueled by a dedication to developing the foundational
skills of blacksmithing. Students explore the potential of
forged iron as expressive medium and is meant to inspire
continued development of the blacksmithing process and
technique. We will also examine the historical context,
materials, geography, technology, and social aspects of iron
and forge. This comprehensive and demanding program
encourages students to discover and explore the many
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possibilities of what blacksmithing can be in contemporary
forge work.

Ceramics

Students receive an introduction to clay and its basic
working properties as they apply to the potter's wheel. They
develop the ability to execute well-crafted pieces and an
understanding of clays, glazes, and firing. Second semester
focuses on individualized projects, advanced techniques,
and production pottery. Students learn advanced tech-
niques in clay and glaze formation.

Silversmithing

Students gain proficiency with the basic jewelry-making
techniques of sawing, filing, soldering, and polishing to
design and create projects in silver and other materials. The
principles and elements of design are the foundation for
self-expression in three-dimensional jewelry and sculpture.
The course covers a variety of techniques, stone setting,
the history of silversmithing, properties of metals, and
significant artists.

Beginning Music

This course is for the beginning music student with little or
no previous music experience. The goal of this course is to
teach beginning music students the skills and techniques
necessary to organize and rehearse music in preparation
for live performance. Students will study fundamentals of
music and beginning-music theory.
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Intermediate Music

This course is for the intermediate music student who has
successfully completed Beginning Music or has equivalent
music experience. The goal of this course is to teach
intermediate music students the skills and techniques
necessary to organize and rehearse music in preparation
for live performance. Students will review the fundamentals
of music and beginning music theory, and then study
intermediate music theory.

Advanced Music

This course is for the advanced music student who has
successfully completed Intermediate Music or who has
equivalent music experience. The goal of this course is to
study many varieties and genres of advanced music which
will be defined by the class and instructor in preparation for
live performance. Students will review intermediate music
theory and will work toward the study of advanced music
theory, analysis, improvisation, and composition.

Jazz, Funk, and Blues

Open to juniors and seniors with the ability to read music
who have a desire to play jazz, funk, and blues. Subject to
final approval by the head of the music department.



The Active Curriculum

At CRMS, we believe that a scholar’s life should encompass
not only quiet study, but also action. The hallmarks of the
CRMS active curriculum are an appreciation of the outdoors,
work ethic, community service, and physical labor. Sports
are designed to develop athletic skills and physical fitness
for a lifetime. Many students are involved in competitive
sports. Depending on the season, CRMS fields competitive
soccer, kayaking, climbing, skiing (Alpine, Nordic, telemark,
and off-piste), and snowboarding teams.

Historically, much of the CRMS campus was built by student
work crews. Today, students and faculty maintain the campus
buildings and grounds. The focus of the work program is
on developing specific skills and working in small groups,
providing service to the school community.

Students are required to participate in both a sport and a
work crew two times each week (a total of four afternoons
per week), working alongside a faculty instructor/leader.
These activities change on a quarterly basis. All students
are given choice sheets on which to indicate their top three
choices for the quarter. These activities are scheduled by
the active curriculum director, with student attendance and
participation being monitored by faculty leaders. Students
receive a written evaluation for each activity, and attendance
is weighted equally with academic classes. A complete list
of active curriculum requirements for graduation appears
on page 5. The CRMS active curriculum is accredited by the
Association for Experiential Education.

Sports Program

Our unique afternoon sports offerings take advantage of the
world-class skiing, kayaking, cycling, and climbing available
in the spectacular mountains, rivers, and deserts near
campus. Students participating in sports avail themselves to
learning new skills, working toward greater levels of fitness
and overall health, and developing a lifetime habit of caring
for their physical body. The CRMS student experience is
nourished by the spirit and camaraderie that stem from
sporting interactions among students.

Mountain Biking

BEGINNING, INTERMEDIATE, ADVANCED

Our mountain-biking program offers moderate to difficult
bike rides on local trails. Students discover the flora and
fauna of the area while learning about safety and equipment
needs. This is an excellent opportunity for those new to
CRMS to explore the area and to learn bike handling skills.

Cycling — Competitive

The cycling team is committed to developing the mental
and physical skills needed to race a bicycle through
focused practice and training. Most disciplines of cycling
are supported within the cycling team, including cross-
country, road, and gravity-based disciplines. We understand
our athletes will lean toward a single discipline, but we
encourage the development of well-rounded riders and
racers who can excel at multiple disciplines. The cycling
team is committed to having all team members race at least
once during the fall and spring seasons.

Mountain Unicycling

Mountain Unicycling provides a unique venue to challenge
our perceptions of balance and what is possible on one
wheel. We pursue aspects of contemporary unicycling such
as trials, which involves hopping, jumping, and riding over
obstacles, and trial riding, which involves riding a unicycle in
terrain similar to where one would ride a mountain bike.

Rock Climbing

BEGINNING, INTERMEDIATE, ADVANCED

Our rock-climbing program is designed to challenge
students of all abilities using local bouldering areas, the
school climbing wall, and area top-roped climbs. It begins
with an introduction to climbing techniques, including
footwork and balance while bouldering. As students
develop skills and become more comfortable on the rock,
they move on to roped climbs where they learn proper
belay technique and discuss safety concerns related to
climbing. (Please note: students are not taught lead-
climbing techniques.)
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Rock Climbing — Competitive

The climbing team is focused on helping students improve
through a regimented workout schedule, technique work,
and time spent climbing in the field. The team competes in
the Junior Competitive Climbing Association’s North Face/
La Sportiva Colorado regional series. The competitions
take place in climbing gyms throughout the state, include
bouldering and roped climbing, and are participation-
oriented. Team members have ample time to climb outside
on the boulders in Redstone, on the limestone of western
Colorado, and on the climbing wall at school.

Canoeing

Our canoeing program is designed to challenge students
of all abilities. Students learn the basic skills and techniques
required to safely navigate flat and whitewater sections of
the Colorado and Roaring Fork rivers.

Kayaking

BEGINNING, INTERMEDIATE, ADVANCED

Kayaking at CRMS is designed to teach students of all
abilities. Students learn basic skills, kayak safety, and
equipment and water evaluation. Starting on the school’s
ponds and progressing to local rivers, kayakers learn to roll
as well as "wet exit.”

Kayaking — Competitive

Competitive kayaking is for those interested in training for
kayaking competitions who can demonstrate a base level
of competence in all areas of kayaking — slalom, down-
river, freestyle, river running, instruction, and river rescue.
Kayakers learn to build confidence with controlling their
boats in chaotic situations while having a lot of fun. Students
paddle four days a week and attend weekend competitions
in the spring quarter.

Soccer

CRMS'’s boys and girls soccer teams play in the Colorado
high school 3A league. When possible, varsity and junior
varsity teams are fielded. Practices consist of skill-building
drills, conditioning, and scrimmaging. Practices are held at
least five days per week, in addition to games. The boys’
season starts a week before school with an intensive training
camp, and culminates in playoffs at the end of October.
Practices for girls’ soccer begin in early March, and their
season ends in playoffs in mid-May.
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Cross-Country Running

Cross-country running provides an opportunity for students
to develop their physical fitness while exploring many of
the trails in the Roaring Fork Valley. The focus is on proper
preparation for running, including warming up, stretching,
and different techniques for running on different types of
terrain (flat, hilly, rocky, paved, etc.). These skills are then
applied during bi-weekly runs to develop a sense of pacing
and allow students to run for longer periods of time.

Hiking

Offers moderate to difficult hikes on local trails. Students
discover the flora and fauna of the area while learning
about safety and equipment needs. This is an excellent
opportunity for those new to CRMS to explore the area and
to learn navigation skills.

Recreational Tennis

Offeredinthe fall and spring, recreational tennisis for players
of all abilities. Students receive instruction in all aspects of
the game: technique, strategy, tactics, and rules.

Swimming

Lap swimming is an activity designed to motivate and
inspire students to excel in a full-body muscular and
cardiovascular workout twice a week. As a conditioning
activity, swimmers are encouraged to work up to at least a
one-mile swim. Instruction in basic strokes is provided, as
are interval training and basic life-saving maneuvers.

Weight Training/Fitness

This activity offers individualized fitness programs to
students focused on developing cardiovascular and
muscular endurance, strength, and overall vitality. Self-
discipline is expected, as workouts are done individually
or with a partner, although faculty provide instruction and
supervision.

Yoga

Yoga engages in the practice of postures as they are
taught in three different traditions: Ashtanga, Anusara, and
Bikram’s. Students work on alignment and flow, as well as
meditation and Yoga philosophy.



Dryland Training

Dryland training is required for students who plan to
compete during third quarter on the Nordic, Alpine,
Telemark, Off-piste, and Snowboard teams. Each team
follows a demanding training regime designed to lay
the foundations, both physiologically and technically, for
successful racing on snow. Each workout will have a specific
focus and each skier/rider will be helped to formulate
a training program and keep a log of his or her training
progress.

Skiing — Instructional Nordic

Two afternoons per week, students learn the basics of
nordic skiing on groomed trails. These skiers, instructed by
CRMS faculty, ski mainly at the Spring Gulch Trail System
and work on techniques specific to in-track skiing. Because
the training is not as extensive as the Nordic Team’s, this
activity allows students to explore their interest in cross-
country skiing without having to commit as much of their
free time.

Ski Team - Nordic

Starting with the second quarter, the Nordic Ski Team
meets four afternoons per week and on weekends when on
snow. The goal is to help skiers develop to their full racing
potential. Workouts are individualized and self-motivation
is crucial. On-snow camps occur during Thanksgiving week
and the first week of Winter Break. The competition season
starts in mid-December and continues through the end
of March. The major racing focus is on the USAA Junior
Olympic qualifying series that culminates with the Junior
Olympics, normally held the second week of March.

Skiing — Instructional Alpine

Separate groups of beginning, intermediate, and advanced
skiers meet two afternoons each week at the Snowmass ski
area. Qualified ski-school staff provide instruction on each
level. CRMS faculty accompany each group. This activity
runs for the entire winter term.

Ski Team - Alpine

The Alpine Ski Team is an extensive racing program that
competes at the Colorado High School Athletic Association
(CHSAA) level. Emphasis during the second quarter is on
dryland conditioning and early-season skiing at Aspen ski
areas. Training during the winter quarter takes place two

to five days a week. Racers compete in the CHSAA and
USSA race series at various ski areas throughout Colorado.
Athletes must be extremely self-disciplined, as the balance
of CRMS academics, school activities, and training is difficult
to maintain.

Skiing — Instructional Telemark

This telemark group skis two afternoons per week during
the third quarter at Aspen ski areas, accompanied by CRMS
faculty.

Skiing — Telemark Team

This is a developmental competitive program designed for
students with backcountry telemark experience or with a
strong Alpine ski background. The team starts with dryland
training four afternoons a week in the second quarter and
spends the winter quarter training on snow at the Aspen
ski areas. The primary goal of the team is to produce well-
rounded telemark skiers with a mild amount of competitive
experience. Students are expected to attend freestyle
competitions.

Skiing — Off-Piste

This activity meets four afternoons per week during the
winter quarter at various Aspen ski areas. This is an ideal
program for advanced skiers who want to study avalanche
and snow conditions as well as learn general skills for
backcountry travel in the winter.

Snowboarding - Instructional

Separate groups of beginning and intermediate riders
meet two afternoons each week at the Snowmass ski area.
Qualified ski-school staff provide instruction on each level.
CRMS faculty accompany each group. This activity runs for
the entire winter term.

Snowboard Team

Emphasis during the second quarter is on dryland
conditioning and early-season riding at Aspen ski areas.
Training during the winter takes place two days a week. The
program accommodates the higher-level riders as well as
competitors new to the sport. The riders compete in local
events. Athletes must be extremely self-disciplined, as the
balance of CRMS academics, school activities, and training
is difficult to maintain.
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Work Program

Colorado Rocky Mountain School promotes a strong
belief that working hard is an essential aspect of life and
learning. The lessons of the work curriculum at CRMS are
just as classical and vital as those of sports. When CRMS
was founded in 1953, the ranch buildings supplied the basic
necessities of school life.

Students choose a work crew each quarter and are expected
to engage themselves fully those two days per week, as
this is a requirement for graduation. Because of the time
required, those participating in competitive sports such as
soccer and skiing will not have a formal work crew during
the season. These students are expected to participate in an
individual work crew at another time during the year. Some
teams at CRMS will conduct community-service projects in
order to help capture the spirit of team unity and to assist in
giving back to the area in which they live.

Adobe

The Adobe work crew students learn to mat and frame work
and develop an eye for proper placement and display in
hanging shows. They also take slides and digital images of
student artwork for their individual portfolios as well as for
a class record. They organize art reproductions for the art-
history component of the Adobe art classes and clean and
organize the Adobe when time permits. The students who
are on the Adobe work crew are a significant part of our art
program.

Bike Shop

This crew repairs and tunes bikes for members of the
CRMS community in the bike shop on campus. The Bike
Shop work crew teaches students about basic bicycle
maintenance and repair. Additionally, the bike shop strives
to promote bicycling as an efficient and healthy means of
alternate transportation.

Blacksmithing

Students on this crew produce community projects such
as bike racks, chandeliers, railings, coat racks, and table
centerpieces. The students work in the on-campus forge
with direct supervision by faculty.
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Ceramics

Students in the pottery studio mix clay and glazes, load
kilns, and develop a production line of plates, bowls, and
mugs for the school dining room.

Community Outreach

This activity focuses on extending students’ awareness
beyond the campus into the broader community. In the past,
students have volunteered in the local nursing home and at
the animal rescue shelter. Currently, the students tutor in
the local public schools, both elementary and middle.

Construction

These crews take on a variety of projects that support the
overall maintenance of the campus. Small building jobs
are typically done with students involved in planning and
learning construction techniques and skills. Students may
commit to these work crews for two consecutive quarters in
order to be involved in the completion of a larger project.

Garden

Students work in the school’s organic vegetable garden.
They have the opportunity to learn all aspects of horticulture,
from soil preparation to harvesting. The student-built
geodesic-dome greenhouse, straw-bale building, and hoop
greenhouse serve as the hub of the garden, and students
maintain those spaces in working order. Food from our
garden provides organic vegetables for our dining room.

Glassblowing

The purpose of this activity is to serve the school community
through the creation of valuable pieces of blown glass. In
order to accomplish this, students go through an extensive
safety orientation and then spend a good deal of time
developing the skills needed to work in this medium.
Teamwork is a vital element in the actual making of pieces
and in the sharing of knowledge. Students have made
drinking glasses for the dining room as well as bowls and
other items. Students also have a bit of time to make their
own work.



Grounds

Students learn to use power mowers and other tools to
maintain the grounds of the campus by mowing lawns,
raking leaves, weeding, and trimming shrubs. This activity
allows students to see the benefits of their efforts to
improve the campus landscape.

Jossman Building Clean

The Jossman cleaning duties include vacuuming classrooms,
sweeping and mopping the hallways, taking out trash, and
wiping down tables and whiteboards.

Kitchen

Students are supervised by and work with the kitchen staff in
areas of food preparation, pre-meal setup, and cleanup. As
the kitchen relies on students for key support in preparing
meals, responsibility and punctuality are important.

Landscaping

Students contribute to the beautification of the campus
by spending time improving the aesthetics of the school
grounds. This includes attending to trees, shrubs, and
plantings around campus.

Library

This crew gives students the opportunity to assist in the
library four hours a week during free periods. Students shelve
books, sort periodicals, develop displays, and process new
books, among other tasks.

Preschool

This crew gives students an opportunity to assist in the daily
activities of children three to five years old who attend the
Children’s Rocky Mountain Preschool that is located on
campus. With the preschool teachers, students learn topics
such as child development, teaching methods, learning
theories, and problem solving.

Ranch

Students involved in this historic work crew are the labor
force for the school’s ranch operation. Students build and
repair fences and corrals, maintain the irrigation ditches,
feed livestock, and do numerous odd jobs around the
300-plus-acre property.

Recycling

The Recycling crew spends two afternoons a week collecting
glass, paper, cardboard, and aluminum generated on
campus, and makes preparations for these materials to
be transported to community recycling centers. This crew
works to implement energy-saving and carbon footprint
reduction initiatives and educate the community about ways
to conserve energy and promote sustainability.

Set Construction
This crew builds the sets for on-campus theater productions.
Students are involved in both design and construction.

Solar Hydrogen Research

With the guidance of the SHArK Project (http://www.
thesharkproject.org) at the University of Wyoming, this work
crew is part of a small network of colleges and high schools
trying to find an efficient way to use sunlight to generate
hydrogen (a fuel) by splitting water. One of the goals of the
SHArK Project is “to engage and encourage young people
to take an active role in solving the global energy problem.”
This is real, cutting-edge scientific research in which the
students apply concepts and skills learned in chemistry
class. Since it involves a lot of trial and error, repetition,
problem-solving, and equipment maintenance, it is an ideal
endeavor for our work program. We also perform water-
quality tests on the Crystal River once a month as part of
CRMS’s contract with the Colorado River Watch program.

Trip Planning

This crew works with the Outdoor Program logistics
coordinator two days a week to organize the food and
equipment for Fall and Spring Trips.

Yearbook

Producing the yearbook takes a full academic year. Although
students are not required to participate for the whole year,
some consistency is required and encouraged. The Yearbook
staff takes all of the photos for the book and contributes the
cover, artwork, and layout.
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Outdoor Program

Wilderness Orientation

CRMS's Wilderness Orientation is designed to introduce all
new students to the value of service, teamwork, challenge,
physical fitness, and adventure. This ten-day backpacking
trip also serves the important role of introducing new
students to the values and philosophy of the CRMS
educational experience. The skills taught on Wilderness
not only benefit students on subsequent wilderness adven-
tures, but also provide them with valuable lessons and
strategies that will help them better approach everyday life
at CRMS and beyond. Additionally, each Wilderness group
undertakes a three-day trail service project in conjunction
with the U.S. Forest Service.

Wilderness Orientation strives to instill within students the
school’s values of respect, responsibility, and excellence.

Sample Wilderness Orientation backpacking routes include
the following areas in the nearby Hunter Fryingpan and
Snowmass/Maroon Bells wilderness areas:

e Williams, Capitol, and Avalanche lakes
e Trail Rider and Buckskin passes

e Lead King and Fravert basins

e Lyle, Mormon, and Savage lakes

Fall Trip

A common theme is addressed in our school trips. For
example, in past years we explored the concept of
“conscious-impact living” and how this relates to other
aspects of CRMS life. Fall Trip in particular is an opportunity
for the whole school to celebrate the Rocky Mountain
region in all of its autumn splendor. Trips are designed to
provide challenging and rewarding experiences that impel
students and faculty to work together, enjoy each other’s
company, and learn new skills while exploring some of
the myriad public lands that surround CRMS. Fall Trip also
allows students to integrate skills learned in the afternoon
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active program on an outdoor trip. Participants typically
bring journals and write on various themes.

Emphasis is placed on acquiring skills and competency in
an outdoor setting. Participants also learn about their own
abilities and limitations and how to work in a group setting
to accomplish a common goal.

Sample Fall Trip offerings include:

e Service trips throughout the Alfred Braun Hut System

e Rock climbing: Penitente, Unaweep, Shelf Road

* Beginning kayaking: Ruby and Horsethief canyons

e Intermediate/advanced kayaking: Gates of Lodore

* Backpacking: Colorado National Monument, Mount
Sopris expedition

e Fourteeners expedition (climbing mountains that are
14,000 feet or more in elevation)

* Mountain biking: Crested Butte

* Mountain biking: White Rim Trail

Spring Trip

Spring Trip allows the whole school to undertake expeditions
that explore the mesas, rivers, and canyons of the American
Southwest. Students and faculty undertake challenging
experiences that build upon skills learned during Wilderness
and Fall Trip. Participants learn about their strengths and
limitations as they realize their individual roles within group
settings and the many sacrifices and challenges that must
be overcome to accomplish the trip’s goals. Participants
typically bring journals and write on various themes.

Sample Spring Trip offerings include:

* Beginning/intermediate kayaking: San Juan River

* Advanced kayaking: Yampa River or Cataract Canyon

e Canoeing and hiking: Green River

* Rock climbing: Shelf Road, Indian Creek, San Rafael
Swell

e Backpacking: Death Hollow, Slickhorn

e Canyoneering: Gravel and Long canyons, Robbers’
Roost



* Mountain biking: Kokopelli Trail
* Road biking: Southeastern Utah tour

Each of ourthree annualwilderness-basedtrips—Wilderness
Orientation, Fall Trip, and Spring Trip—succeed by:

e emphasizing skills and ethics designed to minimize
our impact and maximize our appreciation for the
natural world

e teaching competency with outdoor skills, mastery
of camp craft, ability to care for oneself and others in
wilderness settings, and technical skills associated
with varying trip disciplines

e reinforcing the enduring value of teamwork and
service to others

e offering unique opportunities for participants to learn
about the natural and/or human history of the
locations visited

* inspiring students to develop the skills and passion
for lifelong engagement with the natural world.

Interim Week

The goal of Interim is to immerse students and faculty in
experiences and pursuits that enable students to learn

by doing. It exposes students to new ideas, experiences,
and environments. The opportunity to immerse oneself in
this pursuit of knowledge in a specific discipline beyond a
normal academic schedule allows students and faculty to
broaden their skills, appreciation, and awareness for the

world in which we live.

Interim succeeds by:

e challenging students to learn and develop new ideas,
awareness, and skills

* helping students better understand the workings of
communities and the value of service to others

* promoting active learning and experiential education

* helping students develop sustainable life skills that
will assist them in reaching their full potential and
personal goals.

Sample Interim projects include:
¢ Ancestral Puebloan: Qt Native American sites in
southeastern Utah, students study rock-art panels,
ruins, and archaeological sites .

Avalanche safety and winter skills: At locations near
campus and in the high peaks of the San Juan
mountains, participants study avalanche science and
avalanche safety.

Challenge Aspen: Students work with disabled skiers
through this established local organization and
volunteer with and observe day programs for disabled
adults throughout the Roaring Fork Valley.

Habitat for Humanity: Students travel to Denver to
assist this nonprofit organization in building
affordable housing for those in need.

Glassblowing: Through demonstrations, visits with
guest artists, and hands-on instruction, participants
explore different ways of shaping molten glass to
create beads, vases, and other objects

Language and culture trip, Mexico: By taking formal
language classes and living with host families,
students immerse themselves in another culture and
language.

Tropical ecology, Costa Rica: In seminars with
respected field biologists and individual research
projects, participants study the flora and fauna of the
tropical forest canopy.
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The CRMS Community

CRMS strives to be a healthy, thriving community, balancing
the needs and desires of individuals with what is good for
the whole. Community requires presence, commitment,
and active participation, and the reward is a sense of
meaningful connection to a very special place.

Citizenship & Leadership

A-Team

Students at each grade level may apply in writing to serve
as student tour guides for the Admission Office. A-Team
members must be interviewed by admission staff before
they are selected to represent the school in this capacity.
Members receive training and a handbook to prepare for the
important job of touring visiting students and their families.

Agenda

Agenda is the name of our elected student government,
and its mission is to improve the life of every student on
campus. Agenda is run by two co-presidents, is made up
of three representatives from every class, and meets weekly
to discuss student affairs. Agenda welcomes the opinions
of all CRMS students and its meetings are open to all who
wish to attend.

Most recently, Agenda has been responsible for erecting the
student clubs that are on campus, for working on student
leadership opportunities, and for analyzing the data from
our quarterly student culture surveys in order to improve life
on campus. In addition, Agenda is responsible for reporting
its progress to the Board of Trustees. Because of our
overall small school size and the close working relationship
between students and faculty, Agenda is the place to make
a difference in the school and to leave behind a legacy for
future students.

Discipline Committee
The discipline committee is composed of two students,
selected by their class, and two faculty members. This
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committee, chaired by a senior faculty member, meets as
needed with students whose behavior has been in conflict
with the school’s expectations. The student appearing
before the committee is accompanied by a faculty advocate,
typically the student’s advisor. The committee reviews the
facts of the case, determines the student’s culpability, and
makes a recommendation to the Dean of Students for an
appropriate consequence.

Diversity Committee

The Diversity Committee is a group that intentionally
addresses issues of diversity—including but not limited to
race, ethnicity, religion, physical abilities, gender, sexual
orientation, socioeconomic status, political views, and
learning styles—as they relate to our community and as
the school plans for its future. The committee is made
up of interested students, faculty, and staff and is chaired
by a faculty member. Students may attend conferences
throughout the year and also be charged with further
educating the community about honoring, supporting, and
embodying diversity.

Dorm Heads and Residential Life
Committee

Each year, students are selected by residential faculty
to act as student leaders in each dormitory. Dorm heads
assist the dorm faculty in setting the tone of the dorm
and oversee dorm activities and dorm jobs. Dorm heads
conduct check-in during evening study time in their dorm
on Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday evenings and
are responsible for enhancing dormitory life for all boarding
students. The Residential Life Committee is composed of
the faculty dorm-team leaders in each dorm and is chaired
by the Director of Residential Life. Meeting weekly, the
committee discusses issues related to aspects of dorm
life at CRMS and is responsible for selecting student dorm
heads. The Residential Life Committee is also an active
forum through which topics specific to individual dorms can
be reviewed, with suggestions offered by the full group.



Holden Citizens

Holden Citizenship is the highest level of recognition that
a student may have at CRMS and is bestowed on students
who have demonstrated the greatest effort academically,
athletically, and socially. Holden Citizens are students who
have distinguished themselves in our Recognition System,
a system that recognizes each student individually for
his or her sustained effort, growth, and maturity. Holden
Citizens model the three values of our community—respect,
responsibility, and excellence—and are examples to all who
interact with them.

Leadership

We encourage students to take on leadership roles in our
community to express their growth and maturity. In these
positions we expect the students to model the values of the
school, encourage positive risk-taking, and uphold all school
rules. Opportunities for leadership at CRMS are not limited
to upperclassmen, nor is leadership always defined by a
specific position.

Policy Panel

The Policy Panel is a small group of students and faculty who
review the policies and expectations in the CRMS Student-
Parent Handbook and make recommendations to the Dean of
Students. The Policy Panel changes each year in January and
is comprised of three elected faculty members, three student-
elected juniors, and the Dean of Students. The students must
be Holden Citizens for the first and second quarters of that
school year in order to be eligible for the panel.

Wilderness Assistants

Students interested in helping lead Wilderness apply in the
spring, and are chosen after Spring Trip for the following
year's Wilderness Orientation. Wilderness assistants must
demonstrate backcountry and leadership skills, embody the
CRMS values and display stellar citizenship, have the ability
to work well with others and a reputation for exercising sound
judgment. Wilderness assistants work closely with faculty
Wilderness leaders during orientation and other outdoor
trips. While they are being mentored in outdoor leadership
skills, they serve as role models and student ambassadors to
their peers.

Student Life

Advisor Program

Every student at CRMS has an advisor. An advisor is a
faculty member who serves as the student’s advocate for
the time the student is at CRMS. Because the advisors’ main
purpose is to guide their advisees (and parents) through life
at CRMS, long-lasting relationships are often developed.

The Advisor Program aims to develop the character of each
student at CRMS. This is achieved through the meaningful
relationships that develop and through the thought-
provoking meetings that routinely challenge advisees to
define themselves and what they stand for. Advisees formally
meet with their advisors multiple times a week: in Advisee
Meeting, during Household Job time where school chores
are performed in advisee groups, in All-School Meeting,
and during Tuesday night Formal Dinner and Meeting. New
students may even have their advisor as their Wilderness
trip Leader. Starting a trip with the adult who will be the
student’s main on-campus supporter is a meaningful way to
develop a rapport with an advisor. Informally, advisees and
their advisors see each other throughout the week. It is not
uncommon that advisees interact with their advisors in the
classroom, in the dormitories, or at a game/performance
where their advisor has come to cheer them on. The Advisor
Program is truly one of the hallmark programs at CRMS.

All-School Meetings

Students and faculty are required to attend weekly all-
school meetings at CRMS. These 40-minute gatherings
are used as a mirror to reflect the actions and values that
we aspire to live by at CRMS. The meetings begin with an
artistic or musical performance by an individual or group
of students or faculty in the CRMS community. Time is
set aside for accountability, where community members
address and speak to missteps or breaches in community
expectations; achievements are recognized; community
announcements are made. The meeting closes with a five-
minute speaking series conducted by a different adult in
the community each month, providing a window into the
passions, philosophy, or academic pursuits of individuals in
the community that we may not otherwise be exposed to.
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Formal Dinner and Meeting

Formal Dinner, a tradition from the school’s inception, is
an opportunity for all to come together as a community
in a formal setting. Students and faculty dress up and the
tables are set with linens, formal dishes, and candlesticks
as centerpieces. Students, who act as waiters, serve food
(which, when seasonally available, comes from the school’s
garden) to individual tables and help clear when dinner is
over. The majority of the time, advisors sit with their advisee
groups, giving them the chance to practice manners and
to speak about current events, home life, or simply to catch
up with one another about their day. At the end of the
meal, it is the tradition that when the Head of School blows
out his/her candle, students may be excused in order to
attend the Meeting in the Barn.

College Counseling

CRMS prepares its students to identify, apply, and
matriculate to selective colleges and universities across
the country. The college counseling staff's primary goal
is to help students identify colleges and universities that
are the best match for their unique personalities, strengths,
interests, and needs and to aid families with the application
process.

The CRMS college counseling staff is here to help guide
each student through the college admissions process.
Informally, that process begins when a student enters
CRMS. The college office works closely with faculty advisors
and deans as they help students choose appropriately
challenging classes.

During the first semester, juniors will attend weekly
standardized test preparation sessions using the ePrep
program. The program offers individual instruction for the
SAT and ACT in a way that is engaging, convenient, and
effective. Catering to different learning styles, ePrep offers
written instruction as well as expert videos that “show” a
student how to answer each question. The ePrep program
will support CRMS students as they navigate the college
admissions process. Juniors begin working formally with
college advisors weekly during the second semester.
During these sessions, individualized counseling is a very
important dimension of the college program. Counselors
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discuss an overview of the college admissions process,
criteriafor choosing compatible schools, available materials
and resources, testing, college visits, interviews, essays,
and the application. CRMS college advisors encourage
students to reflect on their own interests, talents, and
goals, and then to research and explore the colleges
that will foster those abilities and aspirations. Advice and
guidance are provided through one-on-one meetings
with students during this self-evaluation. Subsequently,
students conduct research in order to identify appropriate
college choices. The college office believes firmly that
students must play the lead role throughout the college
application process. It is, however, a collaborative effort
among counselors, students, advisors, and their families,
and we invite and welcome parents to play an active role.
Conversations throughout the junior and senior years allow
us to work together in the best interests of each student.

Counselors meet with parents in fall of senior year in
group and individual informational sessions during
Family Weekend and take part in scheduled conferences
throughout the year. Parents are provided with a weekly
email update of student activities and are encouraged to
communicate often with the college counseling office.
Seniors are given a five-day period in October exclusively
for college visitation. Parents and students also use our
web-based college counseling program, Naviance, to
keep abreast of the application process.

The PSAT is given annually to all CRMS sophomores and
juniors. Students are automatically registered for this
exam, which is given in mid-October; score reports and
test booklets will be returned to students in January. For
juniors, the PSAT is the mechanism for qualifying for the
National Merit Scholarship.

CRMS is an ACT and SAT testing center. All juniors take the
PSAT, SAT, ACT, and a set of Subject Tests if needed during
the course of that year. Seniors are strongly encouraged to
retake the SAT or the ACT and Subject Tests during three
fall testing dates.

Colorado Rocky Mountain School is committed to helping
find a college or university that best fits the individual
student’s needs and abilities.



Faculty and Administration

Peter Benedict

Math Faculty, Director of Kayaking Program
BA, Outdoor Education, Prescott College
Appointed 1998

Betsy Bingham-Johns
Director of College Counseling
BS, Psychology, Denison University
Appointed 2007

Nick Brown

Math Faculty, Nordic Coach
NOLS Alum

BA, Humboldt State University
Appointed 2009

David Brudzinski

Math Department Chair, Math Faculty
BS, Mathematics and Education,
University of New Hampshire
Appointed 2004

Mark Clark

History Faculty, Nordic Coach

BA, Religion/Philosophy, Colorado College

MA, Philosophy of Religion, Claremont Graduate
University

Appointed 1979

Meghan Detering

Library StaffKayak & Telemark Programs
BA, Bowdoin College

Appointed 2008

Molly Dorais

Director of Admission and Financial Aid
BA, Political Science, Princeton University
Appointed 2003

Lane Errickson

Instructional Support

Kayaking and Snowboarding Coach

BA Human Biology, Hampshire College
Appointed 2007

A.Q. Forbes (CRMS class of 1969)
(On sabbatical 2010/2011)

History Faculty, Soccer Coach

BA, MA, Geography, University of Colorado
Geography Teaching

Appointed 1986

Heather Froelicher (CRMS class of 1977)
Learning Specialist

BS Wildlife Management, Colorado State University
Appointed 2008

Darryl Fuller

Director of Outdoor Program, Science Faculty

BA, Environmental Studies / BA, Biology, U.C. Santa Cruz
Appointed 2000

Lori Gavette

Modern Language Faculty

BA, Spanish, University of Colorado
Appointed 1998

Jim Gaw (CRMS class of 1964)

Science Faculty, Kayaking Instructor

BA, Chemistry, Reed College

PhD, Biochemistry, University of California, Santa Cruz
CRMS Great Teaching Chair in Science and Mathematics
Appointed 1979

Khara Gaw

Arts faculty

BFA, Fine Arts, UNC Greensboro

MFA, Drawing and Printmaking, Montana State University
Appointed 1998
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Linda Halloran

Director of Garden Program

BA, University of Colorado, Boulder

Master Gardener, Colorado State University Cooperative
Extension

Appointed 1996

Nancy Hanrahan

Academic Dean and Arts Faculty

BA, Secondary Education, Shepherd College

MA, Art Education, Maryland Institute College of Art
Appointed 2006

Carolyn Hardin

Director of Development

BA, Biology, Colgate University

MPH, Health Services, Boston University
Appointed 2007

Matt Haugh

Arts Faculty

BA, Cinema & Photography, Southern lllinois University
MFA, Metalsmithing, Southern lllinois University
Appointed 2010

Michael Hayes

Science and Math Faculty,

Kayaking and Snowboarding Instructor

BA, Biology and Psychology, Coe College

Graduate Studies in Ecology, New Mexico State University
Appointed 2003

Kathleen Jones

English Faculty, Nordic Ski Coach
BA, Sociology, Wesleyan

MA, Education, Harvard University
Appointed 2006

Eric Krimmer

Director of Technology

Cycling Instructor

AA, AS, Colorado Mountain College; Microsoft MCSE
Certification; Cisco CCNA Certification

Appointed 2000
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Amanda Leahy

History Department Chair, History Faculty, Soccer Coach
BA, American Studies, Middlebury College

MA, American Western History, Colorado State University
Appointed 2000

Jeft Leahy

Head of School

BA, English, Pomona College

MA, English, Trinity College

Appointed to Faculty 2000, as Head of School 2005

Laura McCormick (CRMS class of 1993)
Director of Alumni Relations and Annual Fund
BA, Sociology, Northwestern University
Appointed 2001

David Meyer

History Faculty, Climbing Coach

BA, Environmental Studies & Government, Bowdoin
College; MA, History, University of Montana
Appointed 1999

Matt Norrdin

ESL Faculty, International Program Director
BA, Philosophy, University of Colorado
Appointed 2007

Jennifer Ogilby

Dean of Students; Modern Language Faculty

BA, International Studies, Vassar College

MA Private School Leadership, Columbia University
Appointed 1996

Kayo Ogilby

Science Department Chair, Science Faculty, Telemark

Coach, Kayaking Instructor

BS, Liberal Arts, Evergreen State College

MA, Secondary School Science Education, Columbia
University

Appointed 1996



Alex Perkins

History Department
BA, Journalism, University of Montana
Appointed 2010

Daniel Pittz

Modern Language Department Chair,

Modern Language Faculty, Soccer Coach

BA, Spanish Literature, University of Colorado

M. Ed., Curriculum and Instruction, Arizona State University
Appointed 2004

Lynn Pulford

Art Department Chair, Arts Faculty
BA, Media Arts, Montana State University
Appointed 1997

Lisa Raleigh

Director of External Relations

BS, Geology, University of Oklahoma

MS, PhD, Environmental Science, University of Oklahoma
Appointed 2008

Renee Ramge

Parent Relations & Special Events Coordinator
BA, Communications

Michigan State University

Appointed 2010

Jeft Schlepp

Director of Theater and Arts Faculty

BA, American Academy of Dramatic Arts, New York City
Appointed 2000

Joy Schneiter

Nurse

BS, Biomedical Sciences, Montana State University
Appointed 2008

Erik Skeaft

English Department Chair, English Faculty

BA, Outdoor Education, Lakehead University; MA,
Experiential Curriculum Development, Prescott College
Appointed 2007
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Ashley Smith

Director of Counseling Services

BA, Psychology, University of Montana

MSW, Social Work, Colorado State University
Appointed 2002

Ricardo Torres

Modern Language Faculty

BA, Escuela Nacional de Maestros, Mexico

MA, Escuela Normal Superior, Mexico

PhD, Universidad Auténoma Metropolitana, Mexico
Appointed 2008

Dave Ventimiglia

Director of Active Program

BA, ME in History, Bowdoin College
Appointed 2010

George Weber

Music Department Chair, Music Faculty

BM Music, MM Music, University of Colorado
Appointed 1996

Joe White, CPA

Director of Finance

BS, Business Administration, Accounting Concentration,
University of Colorado, Denver

Appointed 2005

Morgan Williams

English Faculty and Climbing Coach

BA, Creative Writing & Education, University of Colorado
Appointed 2008

Tracy Wilson

Associate Director of Admission, English Faculty,

BA, Communications & English, Boise State University
Appointed 2008

Jeremy Wolf

Math and Science Faculty

BS. Physics, Oregon State University
MS, Physics, Montana State University
Appointed 2009



ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES NOte S

Administrative Office

Jeff Leahy, Head of School

Dee Gwin, Receptionist

Diane Kapaun, Administrative Ass't. to Head of School

Academic Office

Nancy Draina Hanrahan, Academic Dean
Sally Valin, Registrar, Ass't to Academic Program Office

Active Office

Dave Ventimiglia, Director of Active Curriculum
Darryl Fuller, Director of Outdoor Program

Admission Office

Molly Dorais, Director of Admission
|da Mae Beasley, Admission Assistant
Tracy Wilson, Associate Director of Admission

Alumni Relations
Laura McCormick, Director of Alumni and Annual Fund

Business Office

Joe White, Director of Finance

Monica Perez Rhodes, Human Resources/Controller
Marlin Rhodes, Accounts Payable/Receivable

Buildings and Grounds

Ross Woodward, Director of Buildings and Grounds

Communications Office

Lisa Raleigh, Director of External Relations

Development Office

Diane Darrough, Development Associate

Laura McCormick, Director of Annual Fund

Lisa Raleigh, Director of External Relations

Renee Ramge, Parent Relations and Special Events
Coordinator

Food Services

Fiona O'Donnell Pax, Director of Food Services
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